
School attendance in Australia has experienced a sharp 
decline in the past years, with students attending 86.5% of 
school days in a year, and only 49.9% of students attending 
more than 90% days of school in 2022. 

Introduction

We expect the findings on family-school partnership initiatives to improve student attendance to align with, or even extend, Epstein’s framework of six types of 
involvement.
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Research questions:
1. How have schools involved families (where families can be parents, other adult family members, significant non-familial adults, caregivers, or 
kinship carers) in promoting student attendance, and what was the impact?
2. What factors in the family-school interactions were shown to be important in improving student attendance?

Inclusion criteria 
(SPIDER)

- Sample: students in grades K-12;
- Phenomenon of Interest: family-

school partnership initiatives with a 
stated goal of increasing attendance;

- Design: any study design; 
- Evaluation: must evaluate student 

attendance as a primary focus
- Research: empirical, peer-reviewed 

articles, dissertation/thesis; English-
language; qualitative and/or 
quantitative methods
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Abstracts
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Dissertations & 
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Search term categories
school* 
AND
(student? OR child* OR children OR adolescent? OR adolescence OR youth? OR 
pupil?)
AND
(attendance OR absence OR absent OR absenteeism OR absentee OR truant? OR 
truancy)
AND 
(involve? OR involving OR involvement OR participate OR participation OR partner? 
OR partnership? OR collabor* OR engage? OR engaging OR engagement OR 
relationship? OR intervention? OR program? OR strategy OR strategies OR initiative? 
OR practice? OR action? OR activity OR activities)
AND 
(parent? OR parental OR family OR families OR home OR "care giver" OR "care 
givers" OR caregiver? OR carer?)

Snowballing
Author Search
Reference List Search

Selection process
1. EndNote, to remove duplicates
2. Covidence, for Title and Abstract as well as Full-

Text screening (by two reviewers)

Quality appraisal
The Mixed Methods Appraisal Tool Version 18 

(MMAT; Hong et al., 2018)

Data extraction
(a) sample characteristics; 
(b) study design and method;
(c) descriptions of family-school partnership initiatives and their impact;
(d)evaluation of student attendance; and,
(e) important factors that contribute to improvements in student attendance from the use of family-school 

partnership initiatives (e.g., family resilience, open communication, increased access to resources, or trust).

Data synthesis
Narrative synthesis in a convergent 
integrated order (Stern et al., 2020), 
where quantitative data will be coded into 
qualitative categories

Methods

Expectation
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