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“All teachers are 
teachers of 

character whether 
they know it or 

not.”
(Ritchard)

"Character education is the 
planned, comprehensive 

and systematic approach of 
all educational activities 

that develops positive 
personal virtues.”

(Barker Institute)

“It aims to intentionally, explicitly 
and implicitly develop students 
with the capacity and capability 

to flourish in their life and a 
worthwhile contribution to a 

changing world.”
(Barker Institute)

How is character defined at Westbourne 
Grammar School?

What virtues and competencies do 
students currently embody?

How can we as a school develop the 
character of our students?

Next Steps
• Review use of technology in the classroom with the Director of Digital Learning. 
• Use data with Directors of Faculty to increase engagement in upcoming 

metacognition professional learning.
• Review Year 9 Flagship Program where metacognition can build the Competency 

of Self-Control. 
• Evaluate and reflect on the effectiveness of these interventions.

Key Findings
Distractions: Social and Digital
▪ Classwork, friends and devices all compete for student attention.
▪ Boredom in the classroom is one common cause for students to seek 

distractions.

Classroom Environment 
▪ Student behaviour and teacher classroom management impacts attention.
▪ Student engagement significantly impacts focus.

RESEARCH QUESTIONS

METHODOLOGYBACKGROUND & CONTEXT

QCV 
Character 

Survey

Year 5-12 Student Data

A major dip in Year 9 with the 
Self-Control Competency.

How can we plan for this dip 
by speaking to current Year 

8s? 
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